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Dear Parents, Governors and Friends,
This will be the last newsletter before the Christmas holidays so please make a note of all the important
dates. The next few weeks are often the busiest in the school calendar. There may be a few letters still to
come regarding the Christmas Parties so please check book bags for these. As the school has continued to
grow we have had to change things again this year. I hope parents have been happy with all the
arrangements. Any feedback is always welcome. I do listen to all your views and do act on them however it
often takes a year until things come around to see the actions that have been taken. If anyone wants an
update on an issue raised I am always available to discuss matters; just pop into the office and ask to speak
to me. E.g. It has taken me just short of 2 years to get the street lights on the road outside of school fixed.
It was far more complex than originally thought with a large section of cable having to be replaced over the
summer.
Finally it is just left to wish you all a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas and New Year.
STAR OF THE WEEK AWARDS
9 November
Owl Class
Osprey Class
Prairie Falcon Class
Peregrine Falcon Class
Kestrel Class
Merlin Class
Hawk Class
Eagle Class
23 November
Owl Class
Osprey Class
Prairie Falcon Class
Peregrine Falcon Class
Kestrel Class
Merlin Class
Hawk Class
Eagle Class

Oscar Edmonds
Layla Longley
Romeo Galla
Daniel Weatherall
Mishané Keyser
Phoebe Hearn
Ellie McCarthy
Cailen Annand
Siteri Kama

Freya Mingar
Edward Quin
Joseph Graham
Harry Smith
Finley Gordon
Freddie Smith
Molly Graham
Joshua Toroca

16 November
Owl Class
Osprey Class
Prairie Falcon Class
Peregrine Falcon Class
Kestrel Class
Merlin Class
Hawk Class
Eagle Class
30 November
Owl Class
Osprey Class
Prairie Falcon Class
Peregrine Falcon Class
Kestrel Class
Merlin Class
Hawk Class
Eagle Class

Emily McFarlane
Maisie Mills
Lacey Rose
Moses Dauloloma
Filo Baleveicau
Miley Hierons
Alfie Porter
Reshan Gurung

Eli Clark
Molly Kettle
Noah Foxcroft-Boyd
Emily-Rose Carmon
Harrison Porter
Wilbur Palmer-Ward
Miley Floyd
Rebecca Sauliga

Safeguarding Children During Sports Activities Outside of School
Advice and guidance for sports organisations on keeping children safe in sports is available from the NSPCC
Child Protection in Sports Unit - https://thecpsu.org.uk/

Please read with your child over the holidays.
From recent test results it is very noticeable that those children who are heard read by parents and have
full reading journals are making far greater progress than those who are not. If your child finds reading
difficult, it is likely they will struggle with other test papers such as mathematics. There is only so much we
can do in school. Hearing children read at home is so important. Your support in this area as always is much
appreciated.

Children in Need
Thank you to everyone who made a contribution to this year’s Children in Need event. In total the sum
raised by Thorney Island School was £207.20.

Owl Class Cakes
As always the cakes were amazing. Hence why I no longer judge them and instead let the school council
judge. We obviously have some very creative parents and talented children. The winner chosen by the school
council was Lessie Hughes - based I believe on how colourful they were!
In my eyes taking the time to do this with your children means they are all winners. Well done Owl Class! The
school councillors certainly enjoyed sampling your cakes as did many of the staff.

Mobile Phones – Advice from the NSPCC
With Christmas just around the corner, many children will be getting new mobile phones as presents. It is
vital that parents are familiar with the apps their children are downloading or accessing. Here are some top
tips from the NSPCC for helping children stay safe online:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Indoor Netball Tournament, Monday 12 November
The girls and boys played extremely well winning all their games 5 - 0 against Bosham, 7 – 0 against
Westbourne and 4 – 0 against Southbourne. Quite a resounding victory for the netball team. It has been
great to see that they have not only grown in height but also in confidence over the last year. I would like to
thank all the parents who transported the children to the Bourne Community College as always your support
is much appreciated and Mrs Day who was on hand to organise the team and referee the matches. I look
forward to seeing them play again in the Spring Term. Mrs Day’s recruitment drive last year was very
successful and it is great to see more boys attending netball club.
Team: Heilala Waqanisau, Sienna Hester, Rebecca Sauliga, Taione Vunicagi, Alfie Porter, Nyerah Charles,
Aida Williams and Marian Delana.

Owl Class Play and Share
I would like to thank all those parents that were able to attend this session; over 17 which was an amazing
turn out! I hope that you found it useful. I know some working parents find it difficult to attend such
sessions but if you want to know what was covered please contact Miss Goss to arrange a time to see her.

Girls 6-a-side Football Tournament, Monday 19 November
The girls played extremely well this being the first time many of them had played together in an indoor
tournament for such a long time. I had a great evening and would like to thank all the parents for their
support. I would also like to thank all the girls who played with such enthusiasm and energy; they have
certainly improved on last year winning 3 of their games and drawing 1 resulting in them being overall
winners. The girls from all schools showed real sportsmanship throughout.

The results were as follows:
Thorney 2 v 0 Bosham
Bosham 1 v 3 Funtington
Thorney 2 v 1 Funtington
Bosham 1 v 2 Thorney
Funtington 2 v 1 Bosham
Funtington 2 v 2 Thorney

Football Team: Ellie Higgs,
Lacey Clark, Siteri Kama,
Rebecca Sauliga, Aida Williams,
Marian Delana and Madison
Reynolds

Rainbow Theatre – Sleeping Beauty
The children had a great time at Rainbow Theatre. Due to our hall size we had two performances with KS1
watching in the morning and KS2 in the afternoon. The atmosphere was fantastic. A true pantomime with
great audience participation. I have never seen the children and staff laugh so much and be so truly engaged.
The cost of this was £870 however we passed no cost on to parents and instead used the Pupil Premium
money we receive. At our school which is quite unique we use this funding to enrich the curriculum by
subsidising educational visits as well as providing additional staff to support both the emotional and
educational needs of the children. I hope parents feel that the money is well used to both motivate and
support learning.

Owl Class Wedding
I would like to thank all the parents who provided clothes so that Owl Class could take part in their wedding
ceremony. It is so much easier for children to understand things when they take part and experience events
such as this. It also makes school more memorable.

Year 1 Reading
I would like to say a big thank you to the parents who came into read with Osprey Class on Wednesday and
Friday. This is so valuable and is much appreciated. If a child can read well they will excel in all areas of the
curriculum. Even great mathematicians need to be able to read the problems they need to solve. If any
parents have time to read with children in school I know staff would be extremely grateful. Just let your
child’s class teacher know when you are able to come in to hear readers. Hearing children read takes quite a
long time and with parent support we can get through more children each day. The more children we hear
read the greater the progress they make and the better they achieve in life. Having parents in also means
the children see you as role models who are interested and therefore they will aspire to do better. Research
is so clear in this area and we have clear evidence in school that those children who are heard read regularly
make far better progress in nearly all areas. Some children have made nearly a year’s progress in a term due
to the support given in school and at home.

Dates for your Diary – Please see attached sheet
Yours sincerely
Dean Clegg
Headteacher

DIARY DATES
December
3
6
7
11
12
12
12
18

2018
- Yr 5 & 6 Quick Sticks Hockey tournament at The Bourne
- Carol Service 10.00am (Owl & Merlin Classes)
- Carol Service 10.00am (Owl & Merlin Classes)
- Christmas Performance Falcon & Kestrel Classes (1.30pm)
- Christmas Performance Falcon & Kestrel Classes (1.30pm)
- Osprey Class to Pantomime at Kings Theatre, Southsea
- Christmas Performance Falcon & Kestrel Classes (6.00pm)
- Christmas Parties

January 2019
14
- Indoor Football tournament at The Bourne
21
- Falcon Classes trip to Gilbert White’s House
24
- Play and Share 2.00pm – 3.00pm– Owl Class
28
- Indoor Netball tournament at The Bourne
February 2019
6
- Parents Evening 3.15pm – 6.00pm
7
- Parents Evening 3.15pm – 6.00pm
March 2019
5
- Tri-golf tournament at The Bourne
6
- Merlin Class trip
21
- Play and Share 2.00pm – 3.00pm – Owl Class
27
- Osprey Class trip to Pizza Express
29
- Owl Class Glitters & Sparkles evening
Term Dates 2018/19
4 September 2018:
22 - 26 October 2018:
19 December 2018:
3 January 2019:
18-22 February 2019:
5 April 2019:
23 April 2019:
27-31 May 2019:
23 July 2019:
INSET Days
Monday 3 September 2018
Friday 8 February 2019
Friday 24 May 2019
Monday 22 July 2019
Tuesday 23 July 2019

Start of Autumn term
Half Term
Break-up for Christmas holiday
Start of Spring Term
Half Term
Break-up for Easter holiday
Start of Summer Term
Half Term
Break-up for Summer holiday

