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Dear Parents, Governors and Friends,
This will be the last newsletter before the Christmas holidays
so please make a note of all the important dates. Next week is often one of the busiest in the
school calendar. There may be a few letters still to come regarding the Christmas Parties so
please check book bags for these. As the school has continued to grow we have had to change
things again this year. I hope parents have been happy with all the arrangements. Any feedback is
always welcome. I do listen to all your views and do act on them however it often takes a year until
things come around to see the actions that have been taken. If anyone wants an update on an issue
raised I am always available to discuss matters; just pop into the office and ask to speak to me.
E.g. I have been working on getting the street lights on the road outside of school fixed yet again
for the past month.
Finally it is just left to wish you all a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas and New Year.
STAR OF THE WEEK AWARDS
17 November
Owl Class
Kite Class
Osprey Class
Falcon Class
Kestrel Class
Merlin Class
Hawk Class
Eagle Class
1 December
Owl Class
Kite Class
Osprey Class
Falcon Class
Kestrel Class
Merlin Class
Hawk Class
Eagle Class

Izzy Baldwin
Brandon Khumalo
Eshika Sunuwar
Tom McNeill
Alfie Bowley
Alicia Peters
Liam Woolcombe
Johnny Sargent

24 November
Owl Class
Kite Class
Osprey Class
Falcon Class
Kestrel Class
Merlin Class
Hawk Class
Eagle Class

Molly Young
Finley Harrison
Bailey Cain
Sofia Wood
Kayla Smith
Maisie Wade
Ruby-May Wheeler
Madison Brierley

Freyja Wright
Lacey Rose
Eva Fox
Crystal Wright
Alexis Martin
Madison Reynolds
Luke Stainsby
Harrison Edwards
Please read with your child over the holidays.

From recent test results it is very noticeable that those children who are heard read by parents
and have full reading journals are making far greater progress than those who are not. If your
child finds reading difficult, it is likely they will struggle with other test papers such as
mathematics. There is only so much we can do in school. Hearing children read at home is so
important. Your support in this area as always is much appreciated.

Children in Need
Thank you to everyone who made a contribution to this year’s Children In Need event. In total the
sum raised by Thorney Island School was £198.00.

Owl Class Cakes
As always the cakes were amazing. Hence why I no longer judge them and instead let the school
council judge. We obviously have some very creative parents and talented children. The winner
chosen by the school council was Ethan Annand - Based I believe on the amount of chocolate on
show. The horse made from cupcakes was very artistic as was the Owl Cake. The Teddy Bear
cupcakes were also beautiful. Then you had the cakes decorated by the children themselves which
were very special. In my eyes taking the time to do this with your children means they are all
winners. Well done Owl Class! The school councillors certainly enjoyed sampling your cakes.

Indoor Netball Tournament, Monday 13 November
The girls played extremely well winning their first game 2 - 1 against Bosham, but they lost their
final two games against Westbourne A and Westbourne B, 5 - 1 and 5 - 2. I really enjoyed watching
them play their final two games which were much closer than the score suggests. We had some
younger children play this time which was good to see. Hopefully as they grow in confidence and
height they will win more games. I would just like to thank all the parents who transported the
children to the Bourne Community College as always your support is much appreciated and Miss
Hodges who was on hand to organise the team and referee the matches. I look forward to seeing
them play again in the Spring Term. I know Miss Hodges is on a recruitment drive and would
particularly like more boys to join netball club. Both the other school had boys playing for them.
Team: Ella Mathews, Chippy Wainwright, Kaydance Booth, Lacey Clark, Lilly Booth, Jayden Aggrey,
Aida Williams and Heilala Waqanisau.

Safeguarding Children During Sports Activities Outside of School
Advice and guidance for sports organisations on keeping children safe in sports is available from
the NSPCC Child Protection in Sports Unit - https://thecpsu.org.uk/
Chichester Football Tournament

Congratulations to the school football team who played in the Chichester Area Football
Tournament on 23 November. Out of 12 schools, Thorney Island came 1st a massive achievement
especially when you consider the size of some of the schools that took part. The boys made a
confident start, winning their first game 4 – 0 against Parklands. This set the scene for the
remainder of their games. They won 10 out of the 11 games they played and drew one game. Out of
a maximum of 55 points (5 for a win, 3 for a drawer and 1 for a loss) the team scored 53 points.
This was way ahead of any other school. The boys played extremely well, displaying great
sportsmanship, enthusiasm and team spirit. The boys will now progress to the Area Final on
Tuesday 28 November.
Team: Mason Vince, Riley Nugent, Charlie Porter, Rhys Roberts, Rees Mitchell, Rory Dowding, Nick
Bolton and Harrison Annand.
Thorney - 4
Thorney – 3
Thorney – 0
Thorney – 1
Thorney - 2
Thorney - 2

Parklands - 0
Walberton and Binsted - 0
Barnham - 0
The March - 0
North Mundham 0
Southbourne - 0

Thorney – 2
Thorney – 2
Thorney – 3
Thorney – 2
Thorney - 3

Portfield - 0
Westbourne - 0
Kingsham - 1
St Richards - 1
Jessie Younghusband - 1

Safeguarding – Advice from West Sussex Safeguarding Board
Christmas is a time where many families visit friends and relatives, often with babies and children
staying overnight in unfamiliar surroundings. Ensuring they sleep in a safe environment is essential.
Here is some advice around bed sharing, swaddling and room temperature as well as other
important ways to ensure children of all ages are sleeping safely. This can be found here:
www.lullabytrust.org.uk/safer‐sleep?gclid=CPWv_N643dACFamT7QodyCoB0Q

West Sussex Area Final (Y5/6 football) - Champions
Following last week’s success at the Chichester Football Tournament, the boys progressed through
to the Area Final on Tuesday 28th November. Out of the five games played, the boys won four and
drew one. This meant with Bishop Tufnell doing the same it came down to goal difference. I was
told ‘The maths was easy!’ Thorney Island were the winners and now progress through to the
County Finals in Lancing in January.

There were some good individual performances and all the boys should be proud of what they have
achieved.
Thorney 3 – 2 Parklands
Thorney 2 – 0 Southway
Thorney 1 – 1 Bishop Tufnell

Thorney 4 – 0 Yapton
Thorney 8 – 0 Southbourne

Team: Mason Vince, Riley Nugent, Charlie Porter, Rhys Roberts, Rees Mitchell, Rory Dowding, Nick
Bolton, Liam Wheatley and Harrison Annand.
Mobile Phones – Advice from the NSPCC
With Christmas just around the corner, many children will be getting new mobile phones as
presents. It is vital that parents are familiar with the apps their children are downloading or
accessing. Here are some top tips from the NSPCC for helping children stay safe online:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing‐abuse/keeping‐children‐safe/online‐safety/#tips
Owl Class Play and Share Sessions
I would just like to thank those parents that were able to attend these sessions. I hope that you
found them useful. I know some working parents find it difficult to attend such sessions but if you
have any concerns please contact Miss Goss to arrange a time to see her.

Girls 6-a-side Football Tournament, Monday 20 November
The girls played extremely well this being the first time many of them had played together in an
indoor tournament for such a long time. I had a great evening and would like to thank all the
parents for their support. I would also like to thank all the girls who played with such enthusiasm
and energy, they have certainly improved on last year - this was noted by several parents. Finally
we have some strikers! We just need to practise more as a team and I will hopefully be able to
book the gymnasium for some training sessions before the next tournament. The girls from all
schools showed real sportsmanship throughout.
The results were as follows:
Thorney 2 v 1 Bosham
Bosham 1 v 4 Westbourne
Thorney 3 v 3 Funtington
Bosham 1 v 4 Funtington
Thorney 0 v 3 Westbourne
Funtington 0 v 5 Westbourne

Football Team: Ella Matthews, Leanna Alderson, Evie Joyce, Madison Brierley, Kaydance Booth,
Sienna Hestor, Aida Williams and Chippy Wainwright.
Rainbow Theatre - Cinderella
The children had a great time at Rainbow Theatre. Due to our hall size we had two performances
with KS1 watching in the morning and KS2 in the afternoon. The atmosphere was fantastic. A true
pantomime with great audience participation. I have never seen the children and staff laugh so
much and be so truly engaged. The cost of this was £840. We passed no cost on to parents and
instead used the Pupil Premium money we receive to pay for this. I have to account for every penny
of this money and in our school which is quite unique we use this funding to enrich the curriculum
by subsidising educational visits as well as providing additional staff to support both the emotional
and educational needs of the children. I hope parents feel that the money is well used to both
motivate and support learning.

Dates for your Diary – Please see attached sheet
Yours sincerely
Dean Clegg
Headteacher

DIARY DATES
December 2017
7
- Carol Service 10.00am (Owl & Merlin Classes)
8
- Carol Service 10.00am (Owl & Merlin Classes)
12
- Osprey & Kite Classes to Pantomime at Kings Theatre, Southsea
12
- Christmas Performance Falcon & Kestrel Classes (1.30pm)
13
- Christmas Performance Falcon & Kestrel Classes (6.00pm)
14
- Clarinet Assembly – Merlin Class
14
- Book at Bedtime – Owl, Kite, Osprey & Falcon Classes (4.00pm – 5.30pm)
19
- Christmas Parties
January 2018
4
- Back to school – First day of Spring Term
February
7
8
12-16

2018
- Parents Evening, 3.15 – 6.00pm
- Parents Evening, 3.15 – 5.30pm
- Half Term

March 2018
1
- World Book Day
26-29
- Bikeability Cycle Training, Year 6
29
- End of Term
April 2018
16
-

Back to school – First day of Summer Term

May 2018
7
TBC
28
29-1
-

Bank Holiday – children do not attend school
National Curriculum Test Week for Year 6
Bank Holiday – children do not attend school
Half Term

June 2018
TBC
TBC
25-27
-

Group/Class Photos
Window for Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
Year 5 & 6 Residential to Cobnor

July 2018
4
TBC
TBC
TBC
24
24

Transition Day
Area Sports
Fun Sports Afternoon
Thorney’s Got Talent
Leavers Assembly, 2.00pm
End of Summer Term

Term Dates 2017/18
23 – 27 October 2017:
20 December 2017:
4 January 2018:
12 – 16 February 2018:
29 March 2018:
16 April 2018:
28 May – 1 June 2018:
24 July 2018:
INSET Days
Monday 4 September 2017
Monday 30th October 2017
Monday 19th February
Friday 25th May
Monday 4th June

Half Term
Break-up for Christmas holiday
Start of Spring Term
Half Term
Break-up for Easter holiday
Start of Summer Term
Half Term
Break-up for Summer holiday

